RELIGIOUS MUSIC

Religious music may be sung or played as part of the
academic study of music. School concerts that pre-
sent a variety of selections may include religious
music. Concerts should avoid programs dominated
by religious music.

At all levels, the study of religious music as part of a
musical appreciation course, as a musical experi-
ence, or as part of a study of various lands and cul-
tures can be included. In all public school programs
and study, care must be taken to avoid presentation
of music as a celebration of a particular religion or
religious holiday. Teachers must be especially sensi-
tive to the feelings of students who might wish not to
participate for religious reasons.

RELIGIQUS SYMBOLS

The use of religious symbols, provided they are used
only as examples of cultural or religious heritage, is
permissible as a teaching aid or resource. Religious
symbols may be displayed only on a brief basis as
part of the academic program. Students may choose
to incorporate religious symbols into their work, but
teachers should not assign or suggest such crea-
tions. .

Some symbols considered secular in nature have
significant religious overtones or foundations. Teach-
ers must be alert fo the distinction between teaching
about religious holidays and other cultural events,
which is permissible, and celebrating religious holi-
days, which is not. Seasonal symbols may be used
as a teaching aid and displayed briefly as part of a
broad cultural study.

Approved by the Board of Education, June 1996.

1.37 SCHOOL ACTIVITY FUND

The Board of Education of Jenks Public Schools is
committed to the support of patron participation to
benefit the educational goals and student involve-
ment within the District. The Board further supports
the philosophy that all funds raised by parent organi-
zations be expended in a timely manner for the
benefits of students who are currently in attendance
at a respective site or participating in an activity.

All receipts shall be deposited in the school activity
fund in a timely manner, (one [1] day) without holding
substantial amounts of money {one hundred dollars
[$100.00] or more) in the local building. All disburse-
ments shall be made by checks prepared by the
school activity fund custodian in the same manner
prescribed by the Oklahoma Statutes and Okiahoma
State Department of Education for other disburse-
ments from that fund. Procedures are outlined in the
Activity Fund Handbook,
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1.38 SANCTIONING POLICY FOR STUDENT
ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAMS AND PTA

The Board of Education of the Jenks School District
believes that student achievement programs and
parent-teacher associations and organizations can
advance the educational goals of the Board of Edu-
cation and confer a benefit to the students of the
school District.

It is the purpose of this policy to establish guidelines

~ for the sanctioning of student achievement programs

and parent-teacher associations and organizations
that raise money and collect revenues for the benefit
of students. Only those student achievement pro-
grams and parent-teacher associations and organi-
zations sanctioned in accordance with this policy will
be exempt from the statuiory controls over school
activity funds found in OS Title 70, Section 5-129.

Sanctioning Procedure for Student Achievement Pro-
grams and Parent-Teacher Associations and Or-
ganizations

1. The District may sanction student achievement
programs and parent-teacher associations and
organizations that, according to the Board’s de-
termination, advance the educational objectives
of the school District, are beneficial to students
and meet the requirements of this policy.

2. In determining whether a student achievement
program or a parent-teacher association or or-
ganization should be sanctioned by the school
District, the Board of Education may consider:

if the program, association, or organization pro-
motes aclivities that are an extension, expan-
sion, or application of the school District curricu-
lum;

if the program, association, or organization as-
sists student government or activities in carrying
out special projects or responsibilities;

if the program, association, or organization as-
sists student clubs, organizations, and other stu-
dent groups in raising funds to promote activities
approved by the Board of Education; and sup-
plemental information provided by the student
achievement program or by a parent-teacher as-
sociation or organization in support of its applica-
fion. '

3. A written statement by a student achievement
program or by a parent-teacher association or
organization to the Board of Education request-
ing sanctioning shall include the following: a
statement of its purpose, goals, organizational
structure, and membership requirements; a de-
tailed statement of how the District and its stu-
dents will benefit if the organization is sanc-
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tioned; a statement of non-discrimination consis-

tent with all Oklahoma and federal laws; and a
financial audit which has been performed on
such program, association, or organizations by
an independent accounting firm. The program,
association, or organization must be managed or
operated by adults, rather than students.

The written statement shall be submitted to the
Superintendent for preliminary review. After the
program, association, or organization’s written
statement has been reviewed by the Superin-
tendent, the Superintendent shall make a rec-
ommendation to the Board of Education. The
Board of Education shall review the writien
statement and shall sanction or decline fo sanc-
tion the applicant. The decision of the Board of
Education is final and non-appealable.

The Board will establish two (2} categories of
student achievement programs, parent-teacher
associations, or organizations for sanctioning
purposes.

Type A—The Board may sanction any student-
achievement program, parent-teacher associa-
tion, or organization that is organized under Sec-
tion 501 (c) (3} of the Internal Revenue Code to
maintain bank, financial, and tax exempt status
separate from the school activity fund if that pro-
gram, association, or organization satisfies and
accepts the requirements outlined in this policy
and on the application for sanctioning form.

Type B—The Board may sanction any student
achievement program, parent-teacher associa-
fion, or organization that satisfies and accepts
the reguirements outlined in this policy and on
the application for sanctioning form to maintain a
bank account outside of the school activity fund
for emergency purposes, with requirements as
follows:

All current outside bank balances would be de-
posited in the school activity fund in a sub-
account designated for the program, association,
or organization.

The program, association, or organization would
request a check from the school activity fund in
any amount up to two thousand five hundred dol-
lars ($2,500.00) to be deposited in an outside
bank account as a Petty Cash Account for
“emergency purchases” including, but not limited
to, food, accommodations, or any other pur-
chase where the provider of services or mer-
chandise will not charge to the school activity
fund. These purchases will not be tax exempt.

When the outside account needs to be replen-
ished, as determined by the program, associa-
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tion, or organization, the receipts for those ex-
penditures would be presented to the school ac-
tivity fund custodian and a check would be writ-
ten for that amount to be deposited in the outside
account to restors it to the original deposit that
established the account. The program, associa-
tion, or organization would agree to deposit re-
ceipts from all sources into its activity fund sub
account,

All funds raised by the program, association, or
organization will be used to achieve the stated
purposes and goals of the program, association,
or organization. No administrative fees or sti-
pends to officers, school employees, or others
will be permitted.

~ Any plan, project, or movement by a sanctioned

student achievement program or parent-teacher
association or organization instituted to expand,
modernize, renovate, or render maintenance to
school-controlled and/or owned properties will be
presented to the Board in official session for its
consideration, comment, evaluation, approval,
and sponsorship. This must be done before any
public announcement is made.

The Application Form is a part of this policy. Re-
quest for sanctioning will be accepted only on
the application form provided by the District. Ap-
plication form is avallable in the Finance Office.

9. Completed applications for sanctioning will be

10.

11.

submitted to the District before April 30, and nofi-
fication of sanctioning status will be given by
June 15.

Any group eligible for sanctioning that does not
present an application for sanctioning is auto-
matically in the School Activity Fund and may not
maintain an account outside that Fund.

Any student achievement program, parent-
teacher association, or organization that is or-
ganized for the benefit of the students that is not
within the School Activity Fund or has not been
sanctioned will not be allowed to use school fa-
cilities or students for fund-raising activities nor
be allowed to contribute to the support of any
District activity.

The Board of Education has the discretion to sanc-
tion or decline to sanction any group or organization,
and the decision of the Board of Education is final
and non-appealable.

The Board of Education may, at any time, request
the records maintained by the group or crganization.

The Board of Education may, at any fime it believes
it is in the best interest of the District to do so, with-
draw sanctioning, and the decision of the Board of
Education is final and non-appealabie.

Revised by the Board of Education, March 1837.
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